CHAPTER NINE
SHAH JAHAN
Shah Jahan, the third son of the emperor
Jahangir and a Rajput princess, was born in 1592,
when his grandfather, Akbar, was alive. It is
said that Akbar liked him more than any of his
grandsons and predicted a great career for him.
Nor was he wrong in this. Though Shah Jahaa
ruled only for about twenty-one years and had the
last years of his life darkened by the intrigues of
his sons and by what has been described as
honourable captivity, he did much to enrich the
cultural life of India. It is no wonder that his
reign has been described as the golden age of the
Mughal empire. This description is accurate in
many ways. In the first place, the emperor was
extremely rich, and his wealth attracted a krge
number of visitor^ erciy one of whom was struck
with the magnificence of the emperor and his
court Some of these foreign travellers like
Bernier have kit delightful accounts of Shah
Jahan's reign, and though they are not to be
taken literally, yet they show what a splendid
impression the Mughal ruler and his court made
upon them. If should, however, be remembered